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Construction of the project is completed 
in this step. 
 
Commercial Operation Date (COD)**  
 
To be determined at Project Kick Off 
Meeting 
 

 

AT LEAST 8-12 months 

OPA Timeline 
OEB Distribution System Code (DSC) 

Service Guarantee  
Hydro One Timeline 

 
*Applies to OPA 

**Applies To Hydro One 

 

The timeline and payment schedule 
is for reference purposes only and is 
nonbinding.  Estimated turnaround 
times may vary based on volume of 
applicants.  Information provided on 
this timeline is based on the 
September 30th Rules as issued by 
the Ontario Power Authority and the 
Ontario Energy Board’s Distribution 
System Code and therefore may be 
subject to change. 

 

Applicant applies for FIT Contract 
via a FIT Application* (Timestamp) 
 
 
Application Fee (Greater of $500 
or $500 per MW up to $5000) 
 
 
Application Security ($20,000 per 
MW for solar PV; $10,000 per 
MW for other projects; $5,000 
per MW for Community and 
Aboriginal Projects.) 
 
 
OPA has 10 days to return 
security if application is rejected)  

 
10 days 

OPA offers FIT Contract (FIT Rules 6.1 
(b)) Proponent has 10 days to accept 
FIT Contract and provide Completion 
and Performance Security* 
 
 
Completion and Performance Security 
($50,000 per MW for solar PV; 
$20,000 per MW for other projects; 
$5,000 per MW for Community and 
Aboriginal Projects.) 
 
 
(FIT Rules 6.1 (d)) Upon receipt of 
executed FIT Contract, the OPA return 
Application Security within 5 business 
days 

 
90 days 

Once CIA is completed, the 
proponent has the OPTION of 
applying for a CCE** (Class A 
Connection Cost Estimate) 
 
 
Once a CIA has been 
completed, the Applicant 
submits a Request for Notice to 
Proceed with the OPA. The 
OPA issues the Notice once it is 
reasonably certain any system 
upgrades will have been 
completed by the on time to 
accept the new generation.  
 
 
Projects that do not require 
system upgrades will receive 
the Notice automatically 
 
 
A second Completion Security 
deposit is submitted to the OPA 
within 30 days of receiving the 
Notice. ($25,000 per MW for 
solar, $10,000 for other; 
$5,000 for Community and 
Aboriginal Projects.) 

 Prior to FIT  
Application 

Approx. 4 
months 60 days 60 days  45 days 

OPA accepts FIT Application 
 
 
OPA will conduct Transmission 
Availability Test (TAT) 
 
 
LDC will conduct Distribution 
Availability Test (DAT) 
 
 
If FIT Application passes TAT and 
DAT, OPA will offer FIT Contract 
 
 
If proponent does not pass TAT or 
DAT, the project will be placed in 
the FIT Production Line or FIT 
Reserve 
 
(NOTE: Most projects under 
500kW will be classified as 
Capacity Allocation Exempt and 
will not need to complete this step) 

Applicant accepts FIT 
Contract applies for a 
CIA** 
 
 
Hydro One’s CIA fees 
range from $3,000 - 
$7,000 depending on 
project size. 
 
 
If multiple LDCs are 
involved, there is still a 60 
day timeline for 
completion and additional 
CIA fees will apply (An 
additional $10,000 is 
required by Hydro One 
when a second LDC is 
involved) 

Rescind CIA** 
(If Applicable) 
 
 
 (RESOP 
Contract holders 
to terminate 
within 30 days 
and reapply by 
November 30th, 
2009 or wait 
12 months after 
terminating 
RESOP prior to 
applying for FIT) 
 
 
Pre-FIT 
Consultation** 
Hydro One to 
set up a meeting 

Applicant applies 
for CCA** 
Cost: 100% of 
Connection Cost 
 
Proponent must 
submit application 
for CCA 45 days 
in advance of the 
6 month deadline 
to allow for 
completion 

LDC True Up / 
True Down 
Settlement 
between 
estimated and 
actual 
connection cost 

 


